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I shall now make a few inferences and observations upon
what has been said.

First: It would be well, if people would not lay so much
weight on their own reason in matters of religion, as to
think everything impossible and absurd which they cannot
conceive. How often do we contradict the right rules of
reason in the whole course of our lives! Reason itself is
true and just, but the reason of every particular man is
weak and wavering, perpetually swayed and turned by his
interests, his passions, and his vices. Let any man but
consider, when he hath a controversy with another, although
his cause be ever so unjust, although the world be against
him, how blinded he is by the love of himself, to believe
that right is wrong, and wrong is right, when it maketh for
his own advantage. Where is then the right use of his
reason, which he so much boasts of, and which he would
blasphemously set up to control the commands of the
Almighty ?

Secondly: When men are tempted to deny the mysteries
of religion, let them examine and search into their own
hearts, whether they have not some favourite sin which is of
their party in this dispute, and which is equally contrary to
other commands of God in the Gospel. For, why do men
love darkness rather than light ? The Scripture tells us,
" Because their deeds are evil;" and there can be no other
reason assigned. Therefore when men are curious and
inquisitive to discover some weak sides in Christianity, and
inclined to favour everything that is offered to its dis-
advantage i it is plain they wish it were not true, and those
wishes can proceed from nothing but an evil conscience;
because, if there be truth in our religion, their condition
must be miserable.

And therefore, Thirdly: Men should consider, that raising
difficulties concerning the mysteries hi 'religion, cannot
make them more wise, learned, or virtuous; better neigh-
bours, or friends, or more serviceable to their country; but,
whatever they pretend, will destroy their inward peace of
mind, by perpetual doubts and fears arising in their breasts.
And, God forbid we should ever see the times so bad, when
. dangerous opinions in religion will be a means to get favour
and preferment; although, even in such a case, it would be